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On September 25th, Julia Medina of Fort Bragg graduated of the West Company Building a Better Business seminar series. Julia was the first of the students attending via a program sponsored by the Bank of America Foundation. Julia began the classes in August. As a working single mother with a young child, Julia was not able attend the regularly scheduled class sessions so West Company accommodated her schedule and offered the training on a one-on-one basis. This allowed instructor and Program Director, Rachel Murray to focus the training directly on the Julia’s dream of one day buying a restaurant. After six multi-hour sessions Julia had completed the training and had all the tools she needs to write a business plan and run a successful business.

Four more students are scheduled to graduate from the workshop series in October.  The students’ business ideas range from a coffee shop, restaurant, jewelry design & licensing to corporate training. Time is spent in each workshop relating the material to each student’s business idea. All the students are excited about the training and getting started with their businesses.
West Company with the help of the Bank of America Foundation has also increased the ability of students to continue their learning after the workshop series with the recent additions to the West Company Resource Library. Through the generosity of the Bank of America Foundation a total of 43 books were purchased for the Fort Bragg & Ukiah branches of the library. Some of the new titles include: Patent, Copyright & Trademark References, Complete Guides to Buying or Selling a Business, The Employer's Legal Handbook, Why We Buy: The Science Of Shopping, Financial Intelligence: A Manager's Guide to Knowing What the Numbers Really Mean, The Mirrored Window: Focus Groups from a Moderator's Point of View and the Start & Run series for home repair, tour guide, gift basket, event planning and other businesses.
This brings the total number of books in the library to over 300. A variety of subjects are covered such as time management, the incorporation process, employee management, business plan writing, bookkeeping and marketing. West Company clients and members of the public can check books out of the library by leaving a deposit for the cost of the book. Deposits are refunded upon return of the book. For a complete list of books available from the West Company resource library visit their website at www.WestCompany.org. 




























